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More info at pharmac.govt.nz/remdesivir 

Notes
# supplemental oxygen to maintain oxygen saturation 
>93% or at or above baseline for people with chronic 
resting hypoxia 

‡ including but not limited to using the Liverpool 
COVID-19 Drug Interaction Checker 
 
* Identifying people who are severely 
immunocompromised on Pharmac website 

 

** Health conditions that include severe or very 
advanced disease including, but not limited to, severe 
neurological, cardiovascular, renal and respiratory 

conditions 

*** High risk factors for severe illness from COVID-19 on 
Pharmac website 

Person has (any of the following): 

• Down syndrome 

• sickle cell disease 

• had previous admission to 
Critical Care or High 
Dependency directly as a result 
of COVID-19 

• pre-existing high risk due to a 
health condition and needs 
daily direct care from family, 
whānau or external disability 
care 

• pre-existing frailty / vulnerability 
caused by one or more severe 
health conditions ** 

• any combination of three or 
more high-risk factors *** 

Remdesivir 
not funded 

Person is (any of the following): 

• aged 65 years or over 

• aged 50 or over and has been 
hospitalised for COVID-19  

• aged 50 or over and could die 
from a COVID-19 infection 

• receiving Disability Support from 
Ministry of Social Development 

• immunocompromised * 
 

Patient has  
COVID-19 symptoms? 

Symptoms started 7 or 
fewer days ago? 

No 

Are there clinical 
reasons the patient 

can’t take Paxlovid? ‡ Patient needs 
supplemental 

oxygen? #  

Remdesivir 
funded 

Patient needs, or is 
expected to need, 

mechanical 
ventilation 

See Paxlovid 
funding chart  

No No 

Yes 

Yes 

Patient is taking another 
antiviral? 

Patient is hospitalised 
and at high risk of 

progressing to severe 
disease? 

No 

No 

Remdesivir 
not funded 

No No 

No 

No 

Yes 

Yes 
Yes 

Yes 
Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

https://www.covid19-druginteractions.org/checker
https://www.covid19-druginteractions.org/checker
https://pharmac.govt.nz/news-and-resources/covid19/access-criteria-for-covid-19-medicines/severely-immunocompromised-for-access-to-covid-19-antiviral-treatments/
https://pharmac.govt.nz/news-and-resources/covid19/access-criteria-for-covid-19-medicines/severely-immunocompromised-for-access-to-covid-19-antiviral-treatments/
https://pharmac.govt.nz/news-and-resources/covid19/access-criteria-for-covid-19-medicines/identifying-people-at-high-risk-for-severe-illness-from-covid-19/

