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Key Items
COVID-19 Response and medicines management
Medicines and Device supply management

PHARMAC has put in place Pharmaceutical Schedule rule changes that will restrict the
dispensing of funded community medicines to just one month's supply at a time.

From Friday 27 March 2020 community pharmacists are required to limit dispensing of all
funded medicines to one month's supply (or three months for oral contraceptives). This was in
response to stockpiling of medicines.

PHARMAC continues to maintain regular contact with all contracted medicine and device
suppliers, requesting status updates on any current or predicted impact to their supply chains.
Most suppliers have indicated they have contingency plans which will maintain continuity of
supply. Approximately 50 suppliers indicated they will potentially have an issue with supply in
the coming weeks or months.

Changes to Schedule criteria and rules

We have also amended some Special Authority criteria to make it easier for people to have
continuing to access to funded treatments while New Zealand is responding to COVID 19. We
issued a media release about this on 31 March 2020.

The Retail Pharmacy – Specialist Restriction, which requires a specialist to provide a (new)
recommendation within two years, for certain pharmaceuticals to be subsidised, will also be
removed from 1 April 2020.

PHARMAC has heard from clinicians that getting specialist recommendations and some
laboratory tests will be very difficult while responding to COVID-19. Removing these barriers
will help people to continue to get the funded medicines they need, such as some cancer
treatments and cardiovascular treatments.

The Pharmaceutical Schedule will be updated to reflect these changes. PHARMAC intends to
change the criteria back to the original requirements once health services have stabilised to a
point where it becomes practical to reinstate them.

We are continuing to monitor the situation and may make further adjustments to the
Pharmaceutical Schedule Rules as required.
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